“Current use of Whois Data” 

WHOIS TF 2, Analysis Team 3

· Members: Niklas Lagergren, David Maher, Milton Mueller, Wendy Seltzer

· Task: “This team would be tasked with analysing data relating to the current use of Whois data. This would include questions #1 and #2 from the questionnaires distributed to all constituencies as well as the survey conducted by the previous Whois task force” (message from TF2’s Chairman, Jordyn Buchanan, 9 February 2004)
12 comments have been made on the basis of questions #1 and #2 of the questionnaires distributed to all constituencies:

1. Levitt, Mallory

2. ASCAP (American Society of Authors, Composers and Publishers)

3. Fox/Newscorp

4. ISPCP Constituency

5. Philips Electronics

6. Walt Disney

7. Tyler Self

8. Oxfam

9. NCUC Constituency

10. IP Constituency

11. ALAC

12. ACLU (American Civil Liberties Union)

Additionally, the result of 8 Q&As of the former Whois Survey have been retrieved (see attachment).

The 12 sets of comments have been compiled and presented in the same template (one per comment, see attachments).

A. High-level summary of some of the comments received (see attachment for exact details of each response) – Current use:

· IPC members use Whois data in cases of cybersquatting, trademark and copyright infringements. They have no concern with making Whois info available. ASCAP uses Whois data to negotiate performance license with websites offering music.

· The NCUC Constituency sees no need Whois data (except technical contact info) and is concerned about unconditional and anonymous Whois access and notably considers that the current system facilitates identity theft, spamming, stalking and unwarranted IP claims.

· ALAC states that individual Internet users use and abuse Whois data for the same purposes as members of any other constituency. It notably considers that current access to Whois chills online speech, opens the door to harassment and consumer fraud and contradicts the Data Quality (relevance), Purpose Specification and Use Limitation privacy principles.

· ISPCP’s need Whois data to be able to comply with C&D requests, find cyber-squatters and identify multiple domains with different expiration dates.

· Tyler Self uses Whois to avoid theft of domain names and help restoring domain name to rightful owner.

· Oxfam finds Whois data useful to see if a domain name is available for purchase. 

B. High-level summary of comments received (see attachment for exact details of each response) – Suggestions for new useful fields:

· Levitt, Mallory: “Registrar name information”

· Fox/Newscorp: “Registrar’s contact data” + “Date of domain name deletion”.

· ISPCP: “One-stop for all registries and indicators re: pending transfers, deletion or expiration”

· Philips Electronics: “Historical information about domain name ownership and changes of ownership”

· IPC: Usefulness of Whois would be improved by adding some specific data, notably with regard to “chain of title information”, “date of initial registration”, notice of encumbrances” and “date and method of last verification of registrant contact information”.

